Sequential Index to Issues 1 through 54 

Each issue through 35 included a table of contents on page 1, copyright 
notices on page 2, and subscription details on the back cover. The format 
changed with issue 36 with most overhead text moved to the back cover and 
a feature article beginning on page 1. The new format carries about 40% 
more information in the same number of pages. Many issues before 36 
contained News & Notes and Resources columns that are not indexed here. 
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FileMaker 

Report 


Issue 1 January 2,1987 20p 

Feature 4 

Fat FileMaker Files 

Feature 6 

What? No Save As? 

Feature 8 

Keyboard and Mousing Shortcuts 

Bug Report 10 

Problem with Nested Calculations 

Feature 10 

Printing Address Labels with FileMaker 

Wish List 13 

Quick Tips 14 


Missing lookup files • Sort subsets for speed • Fields can 
be outside layout edges • Forethought adoption kit • Some 


characters not indexed by FileMaker • Finder tips 

Feature 16 

Sorting and Finding 5- and 9-digit ZIP Codes 

Feature 17 

Introducing FileMaker Plus 

Issue 2 February 18,1987 20p 

User Interview 4 

Milestone Group Ltd • FileMaker used for order processing 
and all related operations • labels • management reports 

Feature 7 

Numbering Records with MEdit (Part 1) 

Wish List 12 

Quick Tips 13 

Body Part placement ■ Recover reclaims spare space • 


Handling ImageWriter labels • FileMaker “<’ really means 
“<’ • Zoom box helps tile windows 


Feature 15 

Using FileMaker as a Word Processor 

Developer's Corner 16 

Calculation bug details • File blocks & caching • The Save 
command trade-offs 

Issues April 10,1987 20p 

Feature 5 

Numbering Records with MEdit (Part 2) 

Feature 12 

Page Breaks on Demand • Inserting page breaks as desired 

Feature 14 

Making Subtotals in FileMaker Plus 

Quick Tips 15 

Slide does not collapse spaces between fields • Unslide 
by changing alignment • Looking up nothing (blanks) 

Developer's Corner 16 

Tabs, vertical tabs, and returns in text files • Fields can 


span page breaks • FileMaker automatically scavenges 
space when closed • More on file blocks • space/time 
trade-off' utilization • compression 


Issue 4 May 26,1987 16p 

Feature 4 

Using Parts to Control FileMaker Output (‘Parts is Parts’) 

Feature 8 

Solve Problems with Indexed Lookups - manipulating keys 

Feature 11 

Sliding and Unsliding Fields on Labels 

Issues June 29,1987 20p 

Feature 4 

Using FileMaker as a Picture Database 

Quick Tips 9 


Tempo™ with FileMaker • View Index for data validation 
• Paste Ditto does not paste blanks • Omit works • Uses for 
lookup files • Lookups as translators * Windows menu 


and tiling • Script sequences 

Feature 13 

Fat FileMaker Files 

Developer's Corner 15 

Tutorial on Finding and Omitting 

Issue 6 September 9,1987 20p 

Feature 8 


Repeating Fields and the Order/Inventory Dilemma: 

Beware of repeating calculations • Don’t reformat a repeating 
field for fewer values • Don't use repeating fields to build 
lookup tables • Finding in repeating fields • Auto-enter goes 
into first row • Exporting • Splitting repeating fields for 
inventory summaries • Make... Records™ 


Issue 7 October 7,1987 16p 

Feature 4 

Indexed lookups step-by-step • Pseudo-indexing into lookup 
tables • Order-entry efficiency • Calculate the indexed key 

Feature 10 

Using the IF(„) Function 

Feature 12 

New LaserWriter Drivers 

Developer's Corner 13 


Eliminate blank calculations • ImageWriter driver measures 
in multiples of .111 inches 

Issue 8 

Note 

Nashoba Letter 





Feature 

Speed-Tabbing with Picture Fields - use a picture field to zip 
quickly to another part of a layout 

Feature 

Indexing rules • Using Option-Space with View Index 
Quick Tips 

Comma field vs layout comma • Three types of Recover • 
Revising script sequences • Improved lookup interface • 
Naming lookup files • Pictures are not truncated • Zero 
system cache • Maximum field character count • Customized 
Help files, Possible Select menu arrangements 


Issue 9 December 31,1987 20p 

Feature 5 

Automating UPS Charges for Order Entry - file structure 
• lookup linkages and indexes • rate table design 

Feature 10 

Moving Database Files - absorbing new addresses • media 
conversions • format conversions • record editing 

Developer's Corner 12 


Improving Performance - Hardware • Data • Operations 

• Program • Floating point coprocessor • Split large files 

• Smaller lookups • Streamline layouts • Single-word Finds 


• Short field keys • Minimize intermediate calculations 

Issue 10 February 15,1988 16p 

Resources 4 

Eleven FileMaker consultants 

Feature 5 

Eliminate Duplicate Mailing Labels - print only one label 
each when a file contains multiple records per addressee 

Feature 8 

Name Codes - building semi-unique codes for each entry 
in an address file 

Feature 12 

How Fast is FileMaker? Speed vs 4D, Helix, Omnis, Reflex 

Issue 11 April 7,1988 16p 

Feature 4 

Using FileMaker with MultiFinder 

Quick Tips 6 


Tips from MacWorld • Save large files as clone-plus-text 

• Tips from MacUser • Sorting with alphabetic/numeric 
data mixed in a field • Merge files allow exporting field 
names as well as field data • gaining screen space • View 
Index in a calculated field in Find mode • Double-click a 
View Index item to move it into a Find request • Detecting 
erroneous letter ‘O’ in a numeric field • Faking Found Set 
View Index • Counting subclasses of records • Using scripts 
to name layouts • Add-on tools to flip through open windows 

• Omit vowels for more name coding • Use Input From as a 
surrogate Save command • Counting groupings of ZIP codes 

• Bold printing in Draft mode is slow • Move fields off the 
page edge to not print but to still be available • The Refind 
Trap - may not work when layouts have been switched 

• Input From vs Lookups • Quick selects of field contents with a 
mouse • Move Bili-To information into Ship-To fields • Seeing 
imported data in List view - force screen redraw • Two ways to 
split a file by date • Use Dummy field for blank calculation 
results • Making a UPS Zone table 


Issue 12 May 15,1988 20p 

Resources 4 

14 FileMaker consultants 

Feature 5 

Preventing Fields from Sliding Up - using a ‘stop-slide’ field 

Feature 8 

Weekend Date Calculations - knowing the day-of-week 
allows eliminating weekends from a span of dates 

Feature 10 

Making Bar Graphs with FileMaker - put bars in picture 
fields look up the desired bars to construct a graph 

Feature 13 

Addresses: Structures & Data - strategies for defining types 
of address files and for validating address data 

Issue 13 June 30,1988 16p 

Feature 5 


Exploring FileMaker 4 - Logo • Multiuser capability • Text 
equations • Browse, Layout, Find flags • New Window and 
Custom menus • Passwords • Compression command 

• Select revisions • Expanded Find and Layout tools • Mag¬ 
netic layout • Pop-up fields • Confidential command 

• Column setup • Tab Order command 

Feature 12 

Make.. .Records™ Built into FileMaker - split repeating fields 

Feature 13 

FileMaker 4 Warnings - One-way conversion from Plus 

• Command key assignments have changed • Special net¬ 
work file needed with Mac Plus • Embedded font styles will 
override field formatting • Some network operations are quite 
slow • Field types must match when importing data • Equa¬ 
tions drop leading zeroes • Conversion to FM4 does not 
change < to < where it should • External macro sequences 
will sometimes need to be changed to be compatible 


Issue 14 August 25,1988 16p 

Feature 4 

Self-Look-Ups in FileMaker - looking up in the same file 

Feature 6 

Thirty Days Hath Who? - determining the last day of the 
month for any given date 

Feature 7 

Handling ZIP Codes - Zip tips 

Feature 8 

Tab Leaders for Directories - a calculating trick for evenly 
filling a directory line with a string of leader characters 

Quick Tips 10 

FileMaker!! does not work on older Macs • Don't run out 


of space • Allocate more RAM • Calculating relative Finds • 
Calculate a lookup key for conditional lookups • Multiple 
lookup keys • One-way Find ranges • Data fields inactive in 
headers • Use ‘mt’ in empty fields for much faster finds of 
empty fields • Symbols in field names • Compression statistics • 
Don’t change self-lookup file names • FileMaker II speed tests 

• Using the round function • Automatically reformat telephone 
numbers with an equation • Using the position function to 
extract First Names and Last Names from a Full Name field 

• New Label Layout command plus Column Setup make for 
versatile labels 



Issue 15 


October 15,1988 


Issue 19 


March 8,1989 


16p 

Feature 5 

Calculating Net Working Days - The number of work days 
(or vacation days) between two dates • Subtracting weekends 
and holidays 

Wish List 8 

56 wishes for FileMaker features 

Issue 16 November 15,1988 16p 

(Cover date printed incorrectly as October 15, 1988) 

Update 4 

Correction for Last-Day-Of-Month calculation 

Feature 5 

Aging Receivables - a simple approach 

Feature 7 

Creating Serial Numbers for Existing Records - use a 


spreadsheet to generate serial numbers, then update records 
as they are imported 

Feature 8 

Conditional Calculations - Equations that operate only on some 
records • several examples 

Quick Tips 10 

Update ImageWriter drivers • Cursor keys will scroll pop¬ 
up list definitions • Right /Left text functions work well 

• Don't copy open files under MultiFinder • Handy Help 
file access • Easy selection of font/style/alignment • Make 
Exact insensitive to case • Self-lookups allow selection of 
calculated values • Store repetitive Find requests in scripts 

• Duplicating records changes auto-enter data • Finding with 


Y and N in binary formatted fields 

Design Project 13 

Numerals-To-Words translation challenge 

Issue 17 December 23,1988 16p 

Feature 6 

Compressing Files - for large files savings is about 41% 

Feature 7 

Checkwriter Translator - converting numerals into text 

Feature 10 

Verbalizing Your Wealth - converting numerals into text 

Note 15 

Bugs in the FileMaker manual 

Issue 18 February 3,1989 16p 

Feature 5 

Sorting On Mondays - adjust record dates to Mondays 

Feature 7 

Asset Allocation Database - template for tracking personal 
investment categories 

Feature 10 

Clearing Out Middle Initials - locating middle initials as 
part of cleaning up address databases 

Feature 13 

Steering Through FileMaker - the Select menu is the 
primary switching station for navigating through FileMaker 

Feature 14 

Counting Zip Codes - details for designing a layout to 
count 3-digit and 5-digit ZIP codes 


16p 

Update 3 

ZIP counts with multicolumn layout design 

Feature 5 

Equation Basics - calculations as one of five ways to put 
data into fields • basic premises of all equations • com¬ 
ponents that make up equations 

Feature 8 

Nesting Equations - move a portion of a long calculation 
into a separate field 

Feature 9 

Text For Check Amounts - converting numerals into text 

Feature 14 

Saving Keystrokes - quicker data entry • pick a telephone 
number format • short ZIPs • City/State lookup table • 
calculate date text 

Issue 20 May 8,1989 16p 

Update 3 

Multicolumn ZIP count correction 

Feature 4 

FileMaker in the Small Construction Business - usage for 
mail lists, checkbook, time keeping, customer files, change 
orders, work orders, contracts, invoices, statements, tracking 


insurance, tracking credit account, and so forth 

FileMaker Bug 8 

Incorrect warning about file damage 

Feature 8 

Segmenting Lookup Files - unusual way to look at file 
structure • vertical vs horizontal splitting 

Feature 10 

Purging Letters from ZIP Codes - removing letters ‘O’ and 
‘1’ that have been entered by error in ZIP codes 

Feature 12 

Printing Mail Labels - 19 tips for ImageWriter users 

I Issue 21 June 16,1989 16p 

Feature 5 

Using FileMaker for Payrolls - calculations and procedures 
used to manage payroll operations for a small business 

Feature 9 

Tracking Church Gifts - template design 

Quick Tips 13 


Auto-open files • Making subscripts and superscripts • Text 
version of check amounts often optional • Paint a check 
signature • Printer lubrication • Locating lowercase data 


Issue 22 July 5,1989 16p 

Feature 3 

Making and Using Notes in FileMaker - 15 methods 

Feature 6 

Spreadsheet Layouts in FileMaker - 2-D layout arrays 

Quick Tips 10 


Easy Omit • Redundancy Aids Data Verification • Calculate 
first initial + last name for dup searches • Customized Help 
files • Date format differences • Tempoll difficulties • Enter¬ 
ing and calculating clock time • Does splitting files save 
space? • Two Entry Options bugs • Keep bad addresses 



Issue 23 


September 8,1989 


Feature 

Tracking Health Claims - coordinating multiple insurance 
claim submissions 
Feature 

Printing Directories and Signature Imposition - arranging 
pages in proper order for printing on signatures 

Feature 

Calculate Better Mail Labels - calculating standardized 
formatting and abbreviations for mail labels 

Design Project 
FileMaker Challenge 1 


Issue 24 


October 12,1989 


Update 

Correction to ‘Verbalizing Your Wealth’ 

Feature ! 

Printing Labels on a Laser Printer - details of label stock, 
layout design, good tips 

Feature ' 

Tap the Power of Existing Data - Existing value only View 
Index • Dummy records as ‘bucket’ for old data • Self-lookup 
old data • Monthly sets of repetitive checks • Sets of order data 

Design Project L 

FileMaker Challenge 2 


Issue 25 


November 17,1989 


Resources 

Templates • Tech support • Manual • Help file • Claris news¬ 
letter • User Groups • Books • Training tapes • The FileMaker 
Report • 19 consultants 
Feature 

Mail Tracking - handling business correspondence 
Feature 

FileMaker vs HyperCard vs SuperCard 
Quick Tips 

Purging Letters reactions • Moving records to and from 
word processors • Manipulate records in a word processor 
• Use the right keyboard! 


Issue 26 


December 12,1989 


Feature 

Scrunch FileMaker Spacing - squeezing a few more lines 
onto a layout • adjusting body part into a field 
Feature 

Copy and Paste FileMaker Equations - Edit menu not avail¬ 
able, but copy and paste keyboard shortcuts can be used 

Feature 

Automating Blueprint Sales - template for entering and 
tracking orders • minimize entry keystrokes • detect prob¬ 
lems and raise warning flags automatically 
Feature 

Printing Laser Labels - fool FileMaker into printing 11 rows 
of one-inch labels on an 8.5 x 11 page instead of 10 

Quick Tips 1 

New one-up Cheshire label medium • Calculate single-field 
addresses • Don't format a text field for displaying dollars • 
Equations for changing case • Keep lookups local • Renaming 


fields sometimes changes layout text undesirably • Redesigning 
file structures • Cleaning up equations • Bug: View-As-List with 
Subsummaries • Calculate City-fComma 


Issue 27 


February 19,1990 


Feature 5 

Finding Mortgage Factors - Looking up a factor to calculate a 
monthly principle-plus-interest payment 

Feature 7 

Strategies and Tactics for Deleting Records - Types of 
deletions • Dangers • Slowness • Deleting all records • Close 
after deletes • Update instead of Delete 

Feature 11 

Spreadsheets vs Databases - defining characteristics 

Quick Tips 13 

Creating blank first records • Reordering records by moving 
them to a clone • Compress after Recover 


Issue 28 


March 30,1990 


Preview 3 

Here Comes FileMaker Pro! - New features • New menus 
• New tools 

Feature 5 

Video Rental Store - A one-file template for checking out, 
checking in, and management reports 

Feature 9 

Full-Page Lined Forms - Create horizontal lines all the way 
down a form even if only a partial page of records is printed 

Feature 12 

Detecting and Computing Empty Fields - FileMaker often 
ignores an empty field in a calculation • six ways to try to 
force recognition 

Quick Tips 15 

System 6.0.5 warnings • Bug: unevaluated equation • Paste 
Ditto is Undoable • Bug: Find request omits checkbox in 
duplicated requests • Script command keys are automatically 
reassigned • Several ways to enhance name codes • Date and 
numeric fields are not expanded in Find • Counting field 
contents for data validation • Sequential three-part form layout 


Issue 29 


June 28,1990 


Feature ' 

Exploring FileMaker Pro - Naming layouts • Sizing • Pop-up 
layout list • Six pre-formatted layouts • Passwords and Groups 
Feature 

Locating Customers who have not recently ordered - very 
tough in a file with one record per order • Selective self¬ 
lookups • Update records with cross-data 

Feature 1 

New Uses for Repeating Fields - Enhancing Finds • Manual 
indexing • Flexible addressing • Address filtering • 


Issue 30 


July 30,1990 


Feature 

Processing Payables • Tracking the payables • Printing 
checks • Making long pop-up lists • Archiving • Summaries 



Q&A 11 

Calculating a Shipping/Handling Charge - A percent charge 
with a minimum and allowance for manual adjustments 

Feature 12 

Credit Card Tracking - A template for handling credit card 
transactions 

Feature 15 

Exploring FileMaker Pro, Part III - Overview • Primal core 
intact • Smooth operating feel • New security control 


Issue 31 


September 20,1990 


16p 


Feature 4 

Taking Random Samples of Records - Making one-of-ten, one- 
of-hundred, and one-of-thousand selections 

Feature 7 

Converting to FileMaker Pro - New files created with 
installation • Networking • RAM allotment • Conversion is 
one-way • Fast • Keyboard shortcut changes • Passwords • 
Buttons • Update external macros 

Q&A 12 

Custom Sort Sequences - Violate inherent hierarchical 
values • Use a special field for sorting 

Quick Tips 13 

Compression in Pro works the same • Large file problems • 
Recover problems • After Dark on the Network • No Print 
command in empty files • Don’t exercise scripts in an empty 
file • A label generator file • Separate label printing from 
address files • Making data read-only 

Issue 32 October 18,1990 16p 

Equation du Jour 3 

Calculating Volume Discounts - Entering a price on an 
order that varies with the quantity ordered • Calculated and 
looked-up • Based on total order volume 

Q&A 5 

Calculating with Summary Fields - Browse summaries, export 
summaries, graph summaries 

Feature 6 

Managing Checking Accounts - Entering transactions • 

Printing checks • Text version of numeric amount • assigning 
check numbers • Allocating to accounts • Balancing • 
Reconciling with bank • Handling errors • Year-end reports 

Quick Tips 14 

Enter addresses as upper case or proper case? • Network 
messaging file • Duplicating just a portion of a record 


Issue 33 


December 12,1990 


20p 


Feature 3 

FileMaker Pro: Pros & Cons 

Equation du Jour 7 

Volume Discounts, Part 2 - Discounts the same for each 
repeating line but still a function of total order quantity • 
Manual intervention • General solution groups discounts 

Feature 13 

A Data-Driven Layout - Varying a layout as a function of 
internal data • Put data into calculations that respond to the 
desired data 


Special Report 

FileMaker Pro Problems and Solutions 


Supplement 


Issue 34 


January 30,1991 


16p 


Note 3 

Converting to Pro 

Feature 3 

A Project Management Information System - Set of inter¬ 
locking files to handle a variety of needs for small consulting 
firms • Prospects, Clients, Proposals, Contracts, Employees, 
WIP, Invoices, Ledger 

Feature 11 

Locating Ignored Characters - Get characters not indexed 
• Use Position function for special searches • Can be a 
reasonably general technique 


Issue 35 


March 7,1991 


16p 


Feature 

Add-on and Push-down Data Stacks - Manipulating 
repeating fields to add-on or push-down new data • 
Repeating field sequence numbers • Looking-up sequence 
numbers for new records • variations 


Q&A 

Finds in Repeating Fields - Extract data buried in a 
repeating field then use it find desired information 

Equation du Jour 

Group Sequence Numbers - Numbering record groups 


12 


14 


Issue 36 


May 3,1991 


16p 


Feature 1 

Record-to-Record Information Transfers - Looking up 
adjacent data to combine with local data 

Feature 4 

A FileMaker Search-Only Field - Burying data in an 
unexpanded repeating field 

Feature 6 

New Pro Serials (Better Than Oat Bran!) - Expanded serial 
numbers • Mixed alpha and numeric serials • Errors with 
numbers greater than 2111111111 

Feature 8 

Calculating Elapsed Times - New time functions • Compute 
the difference between start time and stop time 

Feature 11 

Estate Planning - A template to coordinate assets, locations, 
ownership • Probate, taxes 

Note 11 

To B(utton) or not to B(utton) 

QuickTips 14 

Field definition dialog scrolling • Curly quotes don’t work 
in equations • Simulating preprinted forms • Invisible fields 
• Adding serial numbers • Assigning invoice numbers • The 
case of functions now more versatile • Always print less than 
9,999 records at a time 




8 


Issue 37 


June 14,1991 


16p 


Feature ^ 

Catalog Publishing with FileMaker: Part 1 - Use data-driven 
layouts • Tricky layouts • Mirroring alternate pages • Gutters 
• Calculating page locations 

Q & A 9 

Finding Not-recent Customers - Characteristics of groups 
of records • Find by customer and put latest date in all 

Feature 11 

Using Calculation and Data Fields Together - Putting the 
cursor in a calculated field • Auto fill-in of Bill-To/Ship-To 
fields • An IF override • Hide data fields from some users 


Issue 38 


June 24,1991 


16p 


Feature 1 

Automate Elimination of Duplicate Addresses - Number 
records within each group of dups • Find all dups and delete 
all but one 

Feature 8 

Catalog Publishing with FileMaker: Part 2 - Data-driven 
illustrations • Adding emphasis • Lookup graphics 

Update 13 

Elapsed Time Corrections 

Q&A 14 

Summarize Items From Repeating Fields - Extract line 
data, then summarize extracted information 


Issue 39 


August 9,1991 


16p 


Feature 1 

Power Pop-Ups - A value list with 1100 entries • Organizing 
the values • Time to pop-up • Efficient data entry 

Update 5 

Errata: Telephone Number Formatting 

Feature 6 

Counting the Number of Unique Entries 

Feature 7 

Adding and Updating Record Numbers - Two techniques 
to revise existing or add new serial numbers • In Pro use the 
new Summary (running count) function to auto-generate 
serial numbers • Create within FileMaker a set of serials 
starting with any value and using any increment 

Q&A 12 

Copying from a Calculated Field - Lookup a calculated 
one-field address into a text field for copying to the clipboard 

Quick Tips 14 

System 7 alias files don’t yet work in FileMaker • Claris 
answer line • Duplexing field space in reports • Editing button 
text deletes button function • Last function extracts last 
repeating field entry 


Issue 40 


September 18,1991 


16p 


Feature 1 

FileMaker Pro Security Features - Control over Activities 
(with passwords) and Resources (with groups) • Overview 
dialog • Group and password associations with layouts and 
fields • Bonus: seeing which fields are on a given layout and 
which layouts use a given field 


Q&A 

Add and Update Records at the Same Time - Six approaches 

Feature 10 

DBF Format Reveals Max Length of Field Data - Details about 
the DBF import/export format 

Quick Tips 14 

Claris fax service • No more View Index, Paste Special From 
Index instead • Making date data consistent • Bug: Space 
warning for Save-a-Copy • Can omit only up to 32,767 records 

Issue 41 November 8,1991 16p 

Feature 1 

A FileMaker Correspondence File - Handling notes, 
memos, faxes, letters in one FileMaker file • Calculations 
allow easy customization • Different layouts for different 
tasks • Accumulated database of all correspondence 

Feature 6 

Hunting the Elusive Field - Using Security overview to 
locate occurrence of fields on layouts 

Feature 7 

FileMaker Button Tips and Tricks - Any object a button 

• Don’t overuse ■ Be consistent • Good design • Resolution 
of button graphics • Help access • Layout switching 

• Navigation • Main menu layout technique • Non-printing 
buttons • Dual Find function • Color • Show command 

• Column headers as Sort buttons • Replicate book icon 
functions • Invisible buttons • Find-in-range • 

Quick Tips 14 

Calculate a ZIP Code format • Advantages of repeating 
phone fields 


Issue 42 


December 18,1991 


16p 


Feature 1 

A Guide to FileMaker Lookups - The lookup process * Net¬ 
work lookups • Defining a lookup • Data movement 
• Multiple lookup files • Lookup failure options • Lookup 
keys • Smaller ‘cusp’ lookup tables • Self lookups • Example 

Follow-up 9 

Correspondence Files 

Equation du Jour 10 

Calculating Date Quarters - Many date/time related 
functions built-in, but not quarters • Several ways to calculate 

Feature 12 

Speeding Import/Export in FileMaker Pro - Import/export 
process changes in Pro • Summary fields • Import/export 
dialogs • Don’t export calculation results when not needed 


Issue 43 


March 6,1992 


16p 


Feature 1 

Questionnaire Response Percentages (Using the Summary 
Function) 

Feature 4 

Putting Commas in Addresses - Seven methods for dealing 
with commas between City and State in an address 

Equation du Jour 6 

Monitoring ZIP Codes - Several equations for checking 
the validity of ZIP codes • Tests combined into one calculation 



Feature 10 

Networking With FileMaker - Accessing FileMaker files on 
a different machine across a network • Problems • Limitations 

Feature 14 

Remote Printing With FileMaker - Using the network to 
off-load printing tasks • Multiple print jobs to multiple printers 
at the same time 


Issue 44 April 22,1992 16p 

Feature 1 

CrimeBuster: FileMaker in the Streets - Using FileMaker to 
fill out police crime reports • A PowerBook in the field • Navi¬ 
gation problems • Printing complex and variable-length 
reports • FileMaker as a custom development tool 

Feature 9 

Anatomy of CrimeBuster Design - Design history • Floating 
button bar • FileMaker as a consulting tool 

Feature 12 

Capitalizing States (Un) Properly - The Proper function: 
limitations and cautions • State abbreviations should not be 
propered • Correction of position definition 

Quick Tips 14 

Click above or below the FileMaker bookmark to skip to a 
different area in the found set • Clearing multiple fields • Close 
All in the Window menu? • 9-digit ZIP table extremely large 

• Mousing import or export check marks by skim-dragging 

• Potential bad entries in Last Name field 


Issue 45 June 16,1992 16p 

Feature 1 

Reorganizing a Subscription Database ("What is a File?") 

- Ask the right questions • Evolving file structure • What is a 
record? • Checking basic premises • Report calculations 

Feature 9 

Selective Relookups For New Fields - Two approaches 

Feature 10 

Tracking Project Contacts: Who Said What to Whom and 
When? - Simple template for managing a manager’s contacts 
and commitments with both subordinates and bosses • Flags 
when mis-entries are detected 

Quick Tips 13 

Network mail merge limitations • Help screen buttons trick 
• Sliding right • Recovered files forget custom ordering of 
scripts, layouts, field definitions • Finding non-date data in 
a date field • Tracking transfers of records 


Issue 46 August 31,1992 20p 

Feature 1 

Making Use of FileMaker Value Lists - Creating the list 
• Editing the list • Field Format command selects type of list 
display: pop-ups, check boxes, menus, radio buttons • Data 
entry variations with list type 

Note 5 

Using Radio Buttons in Find Screens 

Feature 6 

Transportation Dispatching Template - Tracking vehicles, 
expenses, and drivers • management reports 


Q&A 10 

Summary Reports from Repeating Fields - Split repeating 
fields into another file to use for reports • Summary calculation 
plus subsummary layout part provides desired report 
FileMaker Functions 

ABS() - The absolute function • Examples 

Quick Tips 14 

Paste Today format • Lookup Today to save time • Today at 
midnight • Pasting layouts • Tab sequences not pasted 

• Changing paper sizes • Wish: omit messages not needed 

• Wish: Tab sequence dialog should respond to enter key 

• Opening multiple files at once • Decoding old scripts 

Feature Special Supplement 

A preview of New Features in FileMaker Pro 2.0 - Mixed 
platform operation • Added import/export • Mode pop-up 

• Finding punctuation characters • Reorder layouts and sorts 
by dragging • Auto-serialization • New text styles • Justified text 

• Omit fields from tab order • Highlight and copy any field 

• Startup scripts • ScriptMaker™ is a significant enhancement 


Issue 47 October 15,1992 16p 

Feature 1 

Recovering FileMaker Databases - Autorepair and Recover 
operations * Typical error messages • Recovery steps • Locking 
• Prevention 

Note 9 

Fixing Files - Tips and observations 

Feature 11 

Augmenting Value List Functionality - More tips: selecting 
multiple values, deselecting values 

Feature 12 

Displaying Calculated Blanks - Not displaying a null result 
as a zero • TextToNum helps • Examples 

Feature 14 

Latest-Record Lookups - FileMaker looks up from the first 
matching record found using as-entered sequence, not as 
sorted • Building an “active lookup” • managing the lookup key 


Issue 48 December 21,1992 16p 

Feature 1 

Using QuicKeys™ with FileMaker - Evolution of QuicKeys • 
Mapping • Paging the book icon • Processing addresses • Data 
entry • QuicKeys wish list 

Note 9 

CrimeBuster Update 

Feature 9 


Counting Words with FileMaker - Accurate word count 
needed for classified ad application • Count spaces? • Repeat¬ 
ing field for entry with one word per line, however ‘word’ is 
defined • The Count function counts lines of the repeating field 
• Words are exported, then imported into a single field 

Feature 11 

Monitoring PrintMonitor - Specifying options 

Q&A 14 

Fixing Changed Area Codes - Prefixes to be changed control 
a calculation that selectively changes area codes • Alternate: 
build lookup file and use to assemble all new phone numbers 



Issue 49 


March 3,1993 


16p 


Issue 52 


August 16,1993 


Feature 1 

Expanded Lookups: Overwrites & Aliases - Copying empty 
lookup data • Aliases of lookups work • Remote aliases 

Feature 6 

Calculating Date Suffixes - Put nd in 2nd • Added automation 
for data entry • Those tough teens: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th • Custom 
date formatting 

Feature 9 

Calculating Fonts and Font Style? - Cannot directly compute 
a font or style • Stacking mutually-exclusive fields works 

Feature 1t 

Viewing the Index of the Found Set - Simply calculate a new 
field that contains only data from the found set and view it 
• Alternative setup allows selection of field to be re-indexed 


Issue 50 


April 12,1993 


Feature 1 

Stupid FileMaker Mistakes (“Don’t Do That!”) - 16 things to 
not do in FileMaker 

Q&A 8 

Calculating the Latest of Three Dates - Use a repeating field 
for the dates and then compute the max date • Step-by-step 
accumulation of an equation for dates in separate fields 

Feature 12 

A Birthday and Anniversary Reminder System - Calculate 
ages and years married • Countdown equations 

Quick Tips 13 

Parity for checking repeating field sequence numbers 

• Clearing a field • Auto-format new layout fields • Character¬ 
istics of Sum and Count functions • Locking lookup files 

• Invalid dates 


Issue 51 


June 21,1993 


Feature 1 

Database Publishing with FileMaker - Options • Direct from 
FileMaker • Indirect through a page layout program • Calculate 
formatting for output • Example 

Feature 9 

Making POSTNET Bar Codes in FileMaker - Saving postage 
• Calculating the barcode data • Printing 

Feature 12 

Can a FileMaker Button Type Data into a Field? - Using the 
Paste Literal script command 

Quick Tips 14 

New Stupid FileMaker Mistake • Pro 2.0 v4 • Password look¬ 
ups • Cancel Replace • Paste ditto into Find request • Specify 
the opening layout • Finder shortcuts 


Feature 

Importing FLxed-Field-Length Addresses - Non-DBF files 
need calculations to extract field data by position • Trim 
Feature 

Extracting First and Last Names from Full Names - Under¬ 
standing Full Name format is essential • Complicating factors 
• Nesting Position functions 
Feature 

Structured Development of FileMaker Solutions - Use a File¬ 
Maker file to keep a database of fields and field characteristics 
of other files • Cattle herd management example • Synchron¬ 
izing data from several incompatible files 

Feature 1 

Alphabetic Page Breaks - Create Firstletter field and use to 
build a page break subsummary 

Quick Tips 1 

Close hidden files from the keyboard - Errata: POSTNET 
equation • Accidental record deletion 


Issue 53 


September 9,1993 


Feature 

Working with Multimedia in FileMaker - CrimeWriter for 
training police recruits ■ Combining still pictures, audio, 
video, in FileMaker on a PowerBook • Difficulties encount¬ 
ered • Navigation • Tips and tricks • Minimizing storage space 

Feature T 

Making Complex Equations Easier to Read - Add return 
characters freely to equations for line arrangement 

Quick Tips 1 - 

More on accidental deletions • Another Stupid FileMaker 
Mistake • Transporting address files • Eliminate redundant 
City and State data from address lookups • Apple speakers 
• Windows support • QuickTime viewer • Dangerous recovery 

Issue 54 

Feature 

Calculate Word Equivalents of Numbers - A very long 
equation that converts numeric values into words 

Feature ( 

Find-and-Replace Calculations in FileMaker - A complex 
series of equations for doing multiple find/replace operations 
on data fields 

Feature 1^ 

Custom Rounding Calculations - Decoding the Round 
function • building custom rounding • examples 
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